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Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) 
Master of Arts in Teaching in Secondary Education

The Master of Arts in Teaching in Secondary Education is for individuals who have a bachelor’s degree in a field such 
as history, biology, or English, and who wish to become teachers. 

Additionally, a five-year combination degree program also meets the needs of current Lees-McRae baccalaureate 
students majoring in Biology, English, or History, who want to teach at the high school level. These students, referred 
to as “bridge students,” complete their current undergraduate degree while they are also eligible to enroll in up to 
6-8 hours of graduate level credit through double-counted courses. Students with double-counted coursework must 
satisfy the required 150 total semester hours needed for the combined degree. 

Double-counted courses allow current undergraduate students to complete the requirements for their bachelor’s 
degree while beginning the course sequence leading to initial teaching licensure in North Carolina. Courses which are 
eligible for dual enlistment are: EDU 523 Developing and Interpreting Assessments, EDU 581 Digital Literacies for 21st 
Century Learners, and 500-level content courses in Biology, English, or History.

The Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program at Lees-McRae College is a two-stage program. Initial coursework (27-
29 hours) will help fast-track teacher candidates so they are able to complete initial licensing coursework and take their 
licensing tests within three semesters (including a summer term). Teacher candidates will be able to apply for a NC 
Standard Professional I teaching license. Teacher candidates will continue with stage II of the program and focus on 
advanced teaching standards as they complete their master’s degree in secondary education (12-13 hours for stage II). 

Teacher candidates enrolled in the program may take their courses on the campus of Lees-McRae in Banner Elk NC, 
online, or a combination of seated and online. Candidates may choose a specialization in History, Biology, or English. 
Please note that the Biology specialization is only offered on campus so that students may satisfy advanced level lab 
safety requirements. 

Teacher candidates may enroll full-time (four semesters to completion) or part-time. 

Note: At least one-third of the credit hours toward the MAT degree must originate from Lees-McRae College.

Admission

Steps to Admission

The MAT program is designed for individuals who have a bachelor’s degree in a field other than education. Applicants 
are not required to submit GRE scores or have previous undergraduate training in teacher education. To be considered 
for admission to the MAT program, applicants must submit an online application. Additional document requirements 
are listed below based on the type of applicant. Once your file is complete, you will be notified of your admission 
decision within two weeks.

General applicants must have:

• BA or BS from an institution accredited by a U.S. Department of Education recognized accrediting agency with 
a cumulative GPA of 2.75 (and a commensurate minimum GPA in content-area undergraduate coursework)

• Statement of purpose describing your teaching philosophy and any special circumstances regarding your 
academic and/or personal background

• Praxis Subject Assessments passed by the end of the first semester with Content Knowledge minimum scores 
of 150 in Biology (Science), 167 in English Language Arts, or 158 in Social Studies (History)

• Three formal letters of recommendation

• Successful background check
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“Bridge student” applicants must have:

• Completed a minimum of 75 hours of undergraduate coursework with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0

• A completed “Letter of Intent” submitted to the Director of Teacher Education and the Program Coordinator for 
the MAT

• A recommendation letter from her/his academic advisor submitted to the Director of Teacher Education and the 
Program Coordinator for the MAT

• Praxis Subject Assessments passed by the end of the first semester with Content Knowledge minimum scores 
of 150 in Biology (Science), 167 in English Language Arts, or 158 in Social Studies (History)

Conditional Admission

The Office of Admission and the teacher education faculty may accept an applicant with pending prerequisites 
on the condition that they complete and pass those courses with a grade of C or better in the semester they are 
admitted. Once all conditions have been met, the applicant will be reevaluated for full admission into the MAT 
program.

MAT Requirements

Initial Licensure | 27–29 Credit Hours

Leading to NC Standard Professional I Teaching License in Secondary Education

Class Name Credit Hours

Required Courses (regardless of specialization)

EDU 517 Content Methodology: Instructional Design and Lesson 
Development

3 credit hours

EDU 523 Developing and Interpreting Assessments 3 credit hours

EDU 524 Social Justice, Diversity and Global Issues in Education 3 credit hours

EDU 525 Classroom Management for Inclusive Learning 3 credit hours

EDU 581 Digital Literacies for 21st Century Learners 3 credit hours

EDU 591 Student Teaching & Seminar 6 credit hours  

Biology Specialization (take both of the following)

BIO 561 Cell Biology 4 credit hours

BIO 511 Biochemistry 4 credit hours

English Specialization (take 6 credit hours from the following)

LIT 523 Nineteenth Century British Literature 3 credit hours

LIT 524 Twentieth Century Literature 3 credit hours

LIT 525 17th and 18th Century British Literature 3 credit hours

LIT 532 18th and 19th Century American Literature 3 credit hours

History Specialization (take 6 credit hours from the following)

HIS 505 History of Capitalism 3 credit hours
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Class Name Credit Hours

HIS 515 Readings in World History 3 credit hours

HIS 521 American Civil War and Reconstruction 3 credit hours

HIS 528 Advanced Readings in Gender History 3 credit hours

HIS 560 Readings in Early American History 3 credit hours

HIS 565 Readings in Modern American History 3 credit hours

 
Master of Arts in Teaching | 12–13 Additional Credit Hours

Leading to an Advanced Degree Teaching License (students must be admitted to the MAT graduate program 
before enrolling in the courses below)

Class Name Credit Hours

Required Courses (regardless of specialization)

EDU 609 Advanced Studies in Teacher Leadership 3 credit hours

EDU 619 Advanced Secondary Education Content Methods 3 credit hours

EDU 629 Research and Graduate Practicum 3 credit hours

Biology Specialization (take 4 credit hours)

BIO 633 Principles of Ecology 4 credit hours

English Specialization (take 3 credit hours from the following)

LIT 600 Studies in the Novel 3 credit hours

LIT 601 Studies in Poetry 3 credit hours

History Specialization (take 3 credit hours from the following)

HIS 615 Advanced Readings in Southern History 3 credit hours

HIS 640 Bodies in Motion: Advanced Readings in Transportation 
and Mobility

3 credit hours


