Director’s Note

Dr. Michael Hannah

Does it sometimes seem that the world is on fire? We can hardly escape
the violence, chaos, protest and pain as people raise their voices against
so many things happening these days. We each choose to react in our
own ways to what we see and experience, and some of us choose to put
aside our relatively comfortable lives and join a protest rally, make phone
calls to legislators, write checks to organizations, put up banners and fliers,
and sometimes even put our lives on the line to make our voices heard.

Changemakers is a short play about big issues and big history. As
we’ve researched the historical events and people portrayed in this play,
we’ve learned that—as the first scene in the play is titled—“it keeps on
happening.” History repeats itself when we forget that history and fail to
learn from our collective mistakes.
In our play, three pivotal individuals from key points in past protests get a question: “Would you have done
anything differently?” As they contemplate that question for themselves, we are forced to ask ourselves the
same thing after seeing what those three young people gave up—either willingly or inadvertently. They were
changemakers, whether they wanted to be or not, and after their sacrifices, the world simply wasn’t the
same.
Are we willing to become changemakers, too? I hope that after our play, you will take that question home
and think about how you will answer it.
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